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And I want to do that everywhere. I think
every child deserves not to be defrauded in
education. You’re not doing them a favor if
you promote them if they don’t know any-
thing, but you’re sure not doing them a favor
if you brand them a failure because the sys-
tem failed them. So give them the after-
school programs and give them the summer
school programs.

Now, this program expands our efforts for
safe schools, a big issue now. It would hook
up all the classrooms in the country, no mat-
ter how poor or rural they are, to the Internet
by the year 2000. That’s what it does—8
months, no action.

Now, what is the record of the other party?
What have they done with their year in the
majority? And keep in mind, I have done my
best to work in a bipartisan way. We got a
few Republicans—after no Republicans on
our budget bill, we got a few for the Brady
bill. We got a few for the crime bill to put
100,000 police on the street. We had a genu-
ine bipartisan effort—big majorities in both
parties finally for the welfare bill, after I ve-
toed the first two because it took the health
and nutrition benefits away from the families.
And now it’s going in the other direction,
in the wrong direction.

What have they done? They killed the
minimum wage increase for 12 million Amer-
icans. They killed campaign finance reform.
They killed the tobacco reform legislation
that would have put in billions of dollars to
protect our children from the danger of to-
bacco, still the number one public health
problem in America today. They killed the
Patients’ Bill of Rights that says that you have
a right to go to the nearest emergency room
if you’re in an accident, to see a specialist
if you need one, to keep your doctor even
if your health provider changes while you’re
pregnant or in chemotherapy or some other
reason. They’ve actually gone backwards in
protecting the environment; there are all
kinds of assaults on the environment in their
budget. They have gone backwards at pro-
tecting Social Security first with this House
tax bill. And there’s been no action on the
International Monetary Fund and the edu-
cation.

And this shows a larger set of different atti-
tudes. I believe with all my heart that we’re

up there not to fight with each other about
where we are on the totempole but to fight
for you to make sure you and your children
have a better, safer, freer future. That’s what
I think we’re there for.

If you want to send a message to Washing-
ton that you want your interests put first, that
you want progress over partisanship, that you
want people over politics, that you believe
in Social Security first, education is our top
investment priority, and keeping the econ-
omy going—if you want to send that mes-
sage, the best way in the world you could
ever send that message is to send Mary Boyle
to the United States Senate.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon hosts Tony and Kristine George; Mayor
Thomas Coyne, City of Brook Park; Ohio State
Democratic Party Chair David Leland; Mayor
Gary Starr of Middleberg Heights; Mary Boyle’s
husband, Jack, and mother, Catherine O’Boyle;
event co-host Thomas R. Coury, who died Sep-
tember 28, and his son, Thomas J. Coury, grand-
daughters Traci A. Ade and Teri Coury Strimpel,
brother Robert Coury, Sr., and nephew Robert
Coury, Jr.; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestin-
ian Authority; and Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel.

Proclamation 7131—Fire Prevention
Week, 1998
October 2, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fire claims more than 4,000 American

lives each year, a tragic loss of life that we
can and must prevent. Nearly 80 percent of
these deaths occur in the home, where
smoke and poisonous gases often kill people
long before flames can reach them.

Underestimating fire’s deadly speed has
cost many Americans their lives. Smoke
alarms are one of the most effective safety
tools available to ensure sufficient escape
time, and research shows that by installing
and maintaining working smoke alarms, we
can reduce the risk of fire-related death by
nearly 50 percent. Another important safety
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measure is a home fire escape plan, which
enables everyone in the household to exit
quickly during a fire emergency.

As sponsor of Fire Prevention Week for
more than 70 years, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) has selected ‘‘Fire
Drills—The Great Escape!’’ as the theme for
this year’s Fire Prevention Week. Together
with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, the NFPA reminds us to take re-
sponsibility for our personal safety and prac-
tice our home escape plans. On Wednesday,
October 7, 1998, fire departments across
America will coordinate home fire drills in
support of National Fire Prevention Week.
Community fire departments will signal the
start of the ‘‘Great Escape Fire Drill’’ by
sounding their stations’ fire alarms at 6:00
p.m.

As we focus on fire safety this week, let
us also pay tribute to the courage and com-
mitment of our Nation’s fire and emergency
services personnel. These dedicated men and
women devote themselves, day in and day
out, to protecting our lives and property from
the ravages of fire. All America watched in
awe this summer as thousands of firefighters
from across the Nation battled the wildfires
that raged through Florida for so many
weeks. Leaving their own homes and fami-
lies, these heroes put their lives on the line
as street by street, house by house, they
worked to save the homes of their fellow
Americans. It is fitting that on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4, 1998, at the 17th annual National Fall-
en Firefighters Memorial Service in Emmits-
burg, Maryland, our Nation will honor once
again the valiant men and women across our
country whose commitment to protecting our
families and communities from fire cost them
their lives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 4
through October 10, 1998, as Fire Prevention
Week. I encourage people of the United
States to take an active role in fire prevention
not only this week, but also throughout the
year. I also call upon every citizen to pay trib-
ute to the members of our fire and emer-
gency services who have lost their lives or

been injured in service to their communities,
and to those men and women who carry on
their noble tradition.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 5, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 6.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 26
In the evening, the President traveled

from San Jose, CA, to Los Angeles, CA.

September 27
In the morning, the President traveled to

San Antonio, TX. In the late afternoon, he
traveled to Houston, TX. In the evening, the
President returned to Washington, DC, ar-
riving after midnight.

September 28
The President declared an emergency in

Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Georges beginning
on September 28 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Georges on Sep-
tember 25 and continuing.

The President declared an emergency in
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in


